Stock Photography
For Small &
Online Business

Critical things every business needs to know about
using stock photos for business and commercial purposes.
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What exactly is Stock Photography?

Stock photography is simply photography that can [
used in a variety of ways. It's usually shot on "spec'
meaning the photographer is not on an assignment
when they take the stock pictures. Instead, the
photographer takes pictures of subjects and conceg
they choose.

Since these photos are taken without a specific client assignment in hand, tt
photographer is essentially "stocking the shelves" of their business in the sa
way retalil stores do. They're creating products that may potentially be sold ¢
later time.

Stock photography is commonly used by graphic designers to create
advertisements, websites, brochures and other creative for their company's
promotions. There are many other uses as well though. Sometimes stock
photography is used in magazine or newspaper articles, sometimes it's usec
tourist centers in towns or cities, and sometimes it's used in software
applications. These are just a few examples of ways stock photos might be
however, and is not all encompassing.

There are different types of stock photography, and it's important for both buy
and photographers to know the differences.

1.Royalty Free Stock PhotographifRoyalty free means that a stock photo can
paid for once, but used multiple times. There are usually limitations however,
depending on where you've purchased a royalty free photograph. Some stocl
providers will allow you to create products for resell using their royalty free
photographs, while most will not. Others might allow you to do so at lower
volumes-less than 100,000 for exampland some will allow you to pay higher
prices for larger volume projects.

It's very important for buyers to know that "Royalty Free" means they'll pay nc
royalties on usage of the stock photos. This phrase does not mean the photo
now fully owned and copyrighted by them, and it does not mean the photos ¢
be distributed freely by them.
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Stock photos are always owned in fudind fully copyrighted by the
photographer. When buyers obtain stock photos, they are only getting a lice
to use those photos. They're not getting full ownership rights... even if they'v
purchased "Royalty Free" pictures.

Royalty Free is also not the same as Free, or Public Domain.

A royalty is simply a recurring payment. So Royalty free means the license i
from future, ongoing payments.

Public domain means that copyright has expired or the original copyright ho
"donated" that copyright to the public, thus releasing all rights to it.

2.Micro Stock PhotographyThis is a new part of the stock photography
industry, and generally it falls into the Royalty Free Stock Photography area
main difference however, is that through Micro Stock Photography sites, clie
can license images for as little as one or two dollars. Regular royalty free st
photos tend to be licensed for $20, $30, even $100 or more.

3.Rights Managed (RM) Stock Photograptihis type of stock photography is
the most expensive, but it's also usually the most creative and unigue. Right
Managed stock photography also tends to be of much higher quality, and it's
more exclusive than Royalty Free photos.

With Royalty Free Stock Photography, thousands of clients could be using th
same picture in their advertising or other promotional collateral. Rights Mana
Stock Photography is more controlledllowing a limited number of people to

use a particular photograph at any given time. Usually rights managed stock
photos can only be used for one specific project, and for a limited amount of t

Clients pay much higher fees for Rights Managed photografgeg can go into

the tens of thousands of dollars range for the commercial use of just one phc
and they're subjected to many more restrictions as well. Buyers pay royalties
ongoing license fees, based on how they'll use the stock photos they've sele
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What is Stock Photography Useful For?

Stock photography can be quite useful and versatile for small businesses,
particularly those who operate primarily online. Whether you're marketing
affiliate products, publishing your own newsletter, or creating Ebooks and
reports, using stock photos throughout your marketing and customer
communications can dramatically improve the image of your business.
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Conceptual pictures are particularly useful because they convey an idea that
words sometimes can't fully explain. The above could be used to compliment an
article about recycling properly for instance, or it could be used in an Ebook or
newsletter about being more environmentally friendly.

Food pictures are another type of stock photos
which can come in handy for all sorts of things.
you publish an electronic cookbook for example
professional stock food photos can really
enhance the quality of your cookbook.

Even if you create websites or newsletters abo
fitness, nutrition, weight loss, and related healtt
topics though, food pictures are still excellent tc
use in those contexts too, because food is
directly related to health and fitness topics.
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